Section 1 (moderated by Pascale Jung)

9:00 - 9:30, Hanna Rijken, Britannia Rules the Waves? Anglophilia, Imperial Hymnody
and Ecumenical Evensong

In the Netherlands, Anglican Choral Evensong has become a remarkably fertile space for
ecumenical worship. Roman Catholics, Old Catholics, and Protestants gather to celebrate a
liturgy that, while rooted in the Anglican tradition, functions as a shared contemplative form
beyond confessional boundaries. Precisely through the unifying power of its music, Choral
Evensong offers a unique opportunity for depolarising ecclesial encounter. Yet this ecumenical
“success” also raises critical theological questions.

Despite the availability of more inclusive Dutch translations, congregations frequently prefer
the traditional English texts. This persistent choice suggests more than musical preference: it
reflects an affective and symbolic Anglophilia that privileges English tradition, language and,
implicitly, ecclesial authority. Within this dynamic, hymnody such as Jesus Shall Reign, but
also patriotic works like Jerusalem, Land of Hope and Glory, and God Save the King, resonate
with the broader cultural imaginary encapsulated in the phrase “Britannia rules the waves”.
Biblical language (for instance from the Psalms) and imperial self-understanding historically
converged in these forms of sung theology.

Engaging the conference themes of church as de/colonising space, ritual mediation, and truth-
seeking amid polarisation, this paper asks: does the continued privileging of English Choral
Evensong reproduce subtle symbolic hierarchies within European ecumenism? Or can this
ecumenical liturgical practice become a space for critical reflection on imperial echoes
transforming inherited forms into practices of shared theological re-imagination?

9:30 - 10:00, Harutyun G. Harutyunyan, Armenian Apostolic Church and State between
Co-Dependance and Confrontation

Although the Armenian state declared itself as a secular one after the independence from Soviet
Union, there was a special article which emphasized the historical role of Armenian Apostolic
church in the creation and protection of national values. This was composed even in the national
constitution in a special article. However, since 1995 the strong cooperative model changed
into an unhealthy symbiosis, where both the state and church were profiting from each other in
a negative way. The church leadership was blessing every political event and never criticizing
the falsified elections or official crimes against Humans Rights. However, this worked only till
2018 when there happened a peaceful revolution and the new government decided to transfer
into a proper democracy. Since then, there is a new chapter with another big conflict and
polarization, where Church and State criticize and offend each other, which brings a huge
polarization within the clergy and society. Some independent critics accuse the governing party
of using this for "cheap advertising” ahead of the parliamentary elections scheduled for June
2026. A workable church order and a healthy distance between church and state also remain
desirable. Aside from the hybrid attacks emanating from Russia, there is still neither a canonical
legal framework nor a functioning synodal system among the bishops. Instead, everything is
geared toward the person of the Catholicos of All Armenians. Therefore, church-loyal groups
will most likely continue to experience the struggle between different parties or medieval,
patriarchal, post-Soviet, conservative, reform-minded, postmodern, and liberal paradigms for
some time to come. This paper is going to analyze the conflict from the viewpoint of Political
and Practical Theologies and search for possible solutions concerning the current turbulent
developments by trying to find out the best distance for the healthy relationship.



10:00 — 10:30, Agnes Slunitschek, Universalism as a Response to Polarization? Omri
Boehm’s Approach in Ecumenical Perspective



