
 1 

Section 3 (moderated by Nausikaa Haupt) 

 

14:00 – 14:30, Hector Scerri, Pope Leo XIV’s Response to Polarisation in the Church 

 

This paper will reflect upon the ways Robert Francis Prevost strives to respond to polarisation 

in the Church. Prior to his election as Bishop of Rome, he was a faithful proponent of Pope 

Francis’ synodal vision, seeing synodality as the primary way to counter polarisation. He 

underlines the importance of consultation, participation, listening to the laity and the promotion 

of inclusive ecclesial structures. 

Prevost’s synodal emphasis implies creating spaces where differing theological or pastoral 

perspectives can be heard with the aim of reducing the dominance of ideological camps. His 

Augustinian background highlights Augustine’s model of community life built on unity through 

charity, not uniformity. 

As Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops (2023–2025), Prevost played a major role in selecting 

bishops worldwide. His synodal priorities suggest he favoured pastors with collaborative 

leadership styles, bridge builders rather than culture war figures and bishops capable of 

engaging diverse groups in their dioceses. 

Prevost links synodality with consultation processes, lay involvement in governance and a 

shared discernment. These mechanisms are designed to reduce factionalism by giving all voices 

a place at the table. 

The paper seeks to analyse Leo XIV’s first year in office with regard to his subtle and consistent 

efforts to overcome any “battleground of factions” in the Church. 

 

14:30 – 15:00, Petr Jandejsek, The decolonial Pope and what remains to be done: Roman 

Catholics in Czechia after Francis 

 

The pontificate of Pope Francis has been described as one that in many respects resonates with 

the decolonial turn (Hinze): marginal experiences are given epistemic priority, unjust power 

and economic structures – including in the Church – are unmasked. Key components of Francis’ 

programme included understanding the Church as the people (of God), who contribute to the 

meaning of faith with their wisdom, and in which the poor have priority (Mannion), as well as 

the path to a diverse and decentralized world church, perhaps especially through the ways of 

synodality (Pittl), and finally conversion in many areas that will take place through encounters 

with others, including people of other faiths and no faith (Catalano). At the same time, topics 

were identified where the Pope's approach was at least contentious, such as gender (Traina). 

Using the example of the Roman Catholic Church in Czechia, I will show how the need for 

liberation and emancipation resonates in the local context. I will present examples of gender 

discrimination and power manipulation. Subsequently, drawing on the thinking of Bruno Latour 

and Timothy Radcliffe, I will attempt to better understand the dynamics of power and identity 

in relation to these areas. The prophetic potential of Francis’ pontificate can continue to be seen 

as a source of hope and guidance for the transformation of church structures and for the world. 

 

15:00 – 15:30, Martin Vaňáč, Proclaiming Division? The Catholic Church and the 

Polarisation of the Istanbul Convention Debate in the Czech Republic 

 

The focus of this paper is an examination of the role of the Catholic Church in the polarisation 

of the Czech debate on the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and 

combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). In 2018, there 

was a sharp escalation in public controversy when Catholic representatives initiated forceful 
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interventions. These interventions transformed a relatively technical legislative issue into a 

wider moral and cultural conflict. 

Through appeals to members of parliament, efforts to engage other Christian denominations, 

pastoral letters and sermons, church leaders framed the Istanbul Convention as an ideological 

and civilisational threat. Fear was reinforced by warnings against the spread of so-called 

“gender ideology”, and the debate was reframed as a struggle over moral truth, identity, and the 

future of society. This rhetoric contributed to the political outcome of non-ratification and 

deepened antagonistic divisions within the Church and wider society. 

Certain Catholic circles drew closer to conservative political and social currents, forming 

alliances based on a shared opposition to liberal and secular developments. This is similar to 

what Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople described at the 2023 General 

Assembly of the Conference of European Churches as a “new ecumenism” — a convergence 

shaped by culture wars that accentuates division rather than the search for common ground. 

The Czech case raises questions about how ecclesial proclamation can shape public discourse 

and contribute to division within a democratic society.  


