Section 3 (moderated by Jane Stranz)

9:00 - 9:30, Nikos Kouremenos, “Peace needs truth”: The updated Charta Oecumenica as
an ecumenical grammar for depolarization

European churches are increasingly confronted not only by secular polarisation but also by
ecclesial forms of antagonism: identity-driven conflicts, weaponised symbols, and competing
truth-claims amplified by digital infrastructures. In such a context, the ecumenical challenge is
not merely to defend “unity” in the abstract, but to cultivate shared practices of truthful speech,
solidarity, and peace-making that can withstand the pressures of cultural and political
fragmentation.

This paper offers a close, comparative reading of the Charta Oecumenica (2001) and the
Updated Charta Oecumenica (2025), arguing that the revised text functions as an ecumenical
rule of life for depolarisation. While the 2001 Charta already warns against the “abuse of faith
and the church for political interests” as something that damages Christian credibility, the
updated version more directly names contemporary drivers such as populism, the misuse of
religion, and dynamics of extremism or polarisation within churches. In that way the Charta’s
practical commitments are expanded accordingly.

| develop the argument through three depolarising “mechanisms” embedded in the updated
Charta: (i) truth-oriented peacebuilding, where peace is explicitly tied to “fairness, truth,
justice, and solidarity”; (ii) public responsibility that can include both cooperation and
confrontation, exemplified by commitments on migration that envisage working with political
institutions “or where necessary to confront those institutions”; and (iii) digital truth-seeking,
resisting technology’s capacity to intensify “hatred, polarisation... lies and fear,” through
literacy and ethical frameworks oriented to the common good. The paper concludes by
proposing criteria and concrete practices by which churches and ecumenical bodies can
operationalise these commitments as reconciliation and credible public witness in polarising
contexts.

9:30 - 10:00, Johannes Oeldemann, Where Now for Visible Unity? Reflections on the 6th
World Conference on Faith and Order 2025

The Sixth World Conference on Faith and Order, held in Wadi EI Natrun, Egypt, in October
2025, was a landmark event in the history of the World Council of Churches. The last World
Conference (Santiago de Compostela, 1993) took place more than 30 years ago. The conference
therefore had the dual task of harvesting the fruits of the last three decades of Faith and Order
work and at the same time reflecting on the commission's future tasks. In my contribution, |
would like to evaluate the extent to which the conference succeeded in meeting this challenge
and what the most important impulses of the conference are for the future work of Faith and
Order.

The focus of the deliberations will be primarily on the message of the World Conference, its
theological statement (“Ecumenical Affirmation”), and the message of the young participants
who met in the context of the conference at a “Global Ecumenical Theological Institute”
(GETI). The main question will be what answers have been offered to the question formulated
in the conference theme, ‘Where now for visible unity?’.

10:00 — 10:30, Miriam Schneider, How to Communicate in a Polarised World? Declarations
as a possible counterpart



Today’s world is challenged by polarisation. While some communities choose to isolate
themselves from the rest of the world, others use violence to fight other communities. In order
to avoid polarisation, we must first understand what is meant by the term. In this presentation,
the newly published guideline on polarisation by Paul Hedges serves as a foundation. According
to Hedges, polarisation means refusal of dialogue; framing the other as the enemy; no
compromise; monolithic identity; discourse of danger; and absolutist ideology. Some of these
six points of this indicator typology can overlap or share similarities. However, they all
reinforce each other.

The question is: what can be done to counter polarisation, as some interventions might even
reinforce it? One possible answer is: declarations. | would like to present my own research on
what churches are doing when they declare something. Declarations are official, public, and
sometimes binding or at least recommendations, and they can be, next to the pastoral letter by
a bishop and a sermon by a priest, a form of proclamation. At first sight, it might seem
declarations were rather supportive of polarisation as they state something, but when taking a
closer look, one can see that behind a declaration lies a dialogical process as the authorship is
usually a synod, a board, or a working group, and therefore a product of dialogue and
compromise. This shows that declarations are the result of a dialogue and can be the starting
point of a new dialogue.



