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Section 4 (moderated by Stefan Höschele) 

 

14:00 – 14:30, Thomas Bakker, How many views on homosexuality? 

 

In the church, there often seem to be two views on homosexuality. The first view sees 

homosexuality as permissible and given by God. The second view sees homosexuality as 

perverse and sinful. However, this idea overlooks many nuances. In my paper, I will show that 

there are at least nine views on homosexuality. This insight argues for deepening the 

conversation about homosexuality on the basis of hermeneutical insights. How do our views on 

the authority of biblical texts, biblical-theological principles, culture, science, Christian 

tradition and experience determine our view on homosexuality? In this paper, I want to do so 

and present the results of my research into the hermeneutical backgrounds of Protestant views 

on homosexuality. 

 

14:30 – 15:00, Natacha-Ingrid Tinteroff, Bishop Sarah Mullaly as the first female 

Archbishop of Canterbury: The Anglican Communion between polarization and 

depolarization 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has a unique role as the diocesan bishop of the first 

metropolitan See of the Church of England, as well as a pivotal role with regard to the identity, 

unity and coherence of the Anglican Communion. The office of Archbishop has been shaped 

by history, struggle, and conflict, not least in recent times. The significance of the forced, 

reluctant resignation of the 105th Archbishop of Canterbury should not be underestimated. It 

left a vacuum of moral seriousness, spiritual vision, and confidence within the Church of 

England, at a time where relationships within the Anglican Communion have been deeply 

stretched and polarized about human identity, when it is also proposed to redefine Anglican 

identity by updating the definition of the Anglican Communion and by broadening how the 

meetings of the Instruments of Communion are called, convened, chaired, and presided over. 

In England, as a consequence of the scandals around abuses involving men, it became quickly 

perceived that a female candidate would emerge as the one chosen for being the 106th 

Archbishop of Canterbury, in order to depolarize a highly tense situation within the Established 

Church. However, in regard to the ordination of women, the Church of England, as the Anglican 

Communion, continues to affirm the principle of open reception. Space has been created for 

those who are unable in conscience to accept the particular decisions of their church on the 

priestly and episcopal ministry of women. It is expected that all concerned should endeavour to 

maintain the highest degree of communion that is possible. 

After the elevation of Bishop Sarah Mullaly to the See of Canterbury, both the Church of 

England and the Anglican Communion are confronted to new challenges in the form to two 

serious ecclesiological anomalies. First the college of bishops of the Church of England is going 

be led by a primate whose some bishops are unable in conscience to recognise the priestly and 

episcopal orders and with whom they are not in full sacramental communion. Those very same 

issues are also applicable to her ministry towards the Anglican Communion, a paradigm of 

episcopal oversight that guides, leads, and challenges, particularly clearly manifested when the 

holder of the office presides the Eucharist in Canterbury Cathedral, surrounded by the bishops 

being gathered around the throne of St Augustine. 

How then will the new Archbishop of Canterbury be able to be a focus, a sign and an instrument 

of unity, when her nomination has been seen by some as a factor of polarization? How will she 

be able to bring and favour the depolarization for which she has been appointed, that both the 

Church of England and the Anglican Communion need? 
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This paper will offer an analysis of the theological and pastoral issues that are at stake and 

whether a modus vivendi is possible that would enable the Church of England and the Anglican 

Communion to live this ecclesiological dissonance with theological integrity. To that end, it 

will explore in depth the dual and contrary dynamic, at the same time polarizing and 

depolarizing, implied by the nomination of a woman to the See of Canterbury, while tackling 

the related theological stances, which compromise the ministry of the Archbishop in the 

episcopally-ordered system prevailing in the Church of England and this Anglican Communion. 

  


