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In recent years, the debate on polarization has grown and involved many areas of the humanities. The
increase in forms of polarization (social, political, religious) goes hand in hand with the clouding of
the horizon within which we were accustomed to addressing the most pressing issues: everything that
previously offered "meaning" and significance now seems opaque, ambiguous, and insufficient,
prompting us to seek answers and certainties, especially in extreme, peremptory positions, as a form
of survival in order to cope with disorientation. Numerous factors contribute to these transformations
and to the complexity of the dynamics at play.

While, on the one hand, polarization lays bare the few elements that the parties involved consider
essential and non-negotiable, on the other hand, it does so in a way that predisposes them to
confrontation rather than dialogue, and therefore in a destructive rather than constructive manner.
The result is simplification, tensions, and the difficulty of inhabiting shared spaces (religious, social,
political), assuming a defensive-aggressive attitude that prevents us from recognizing the "other™" as
a resource capable of enriching our journey and deluding ourselves into believing we possess the
"truth."”

I will address this issue by addressing a specific dimension of polarization, namely the relationship
with the sacred text, focusing on its hermeneutics and uses, both inside and outside the Church. This
is for several reasons: the first is that, for both believers and non-believers, the Bible is a point of
reference for validating their theses, opinions, and impressions, almost as if it could answer the
questions we ask today. The second is that, keeping in mind the decolonial process, it is not possible
today to reflect on the biblical texts from a uniform perspective: different cultures interpret it based
on different epistemic categories. The tension between "center" and "peripheries™ directly impacts
the hermeneutics of the text and the theology that flows from it.

The thesis | intend to argue is that to inhabit today's chaos and avoid falling into forms of polarization
that render us incapable of dialogue and co-inhabiting the space of faith, we must know how to inhabit
uncertainty and approach the sacred text in an interlocutory manner, as a tool that can help us
formulate questions, interrogations, rather than providing answers and offering certainties. Chaos,
freed from the drifts of polarization, can help us discover a truth that does not take the form of an
object that can be possessed, but the dynamics of a symphony played by an orchestra composed of
different voices and tones.
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