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“The Sign which stands among the peoples”: Excavating and celebrating the dynamic roots
of Christian identity

Our churches frequently know polarisation within and between themselves. Churches can also
be weaponised amidst the wider culture wars — and physical conflicts — which currently divide
communities, weaken Christian witness, and undermine the Gospel. Theologies of place and
symbol can offer remedies for such instincts, when placed amidst a wider Christological
framework. This paper will examine such claims by looking at examples both of symbolic
mediation between churches, and of practices which reach into the public square beyond the
explicit boundaries of church life.
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