
Mattijs Ploeger 

 

An Icon of Christ: Seeking Common Ground by Understanding the Ordination of Women 

from the Perspective of Christology, Soteriology and Sacramental Theology 

 

In the context of catholic/orthodox churches and theologies, the ordination of women to the 

presbyterate (priesthood) is sometimes seen as a major example of liberal theology or, more 

widely, a liberal agenda. This paper explores the possibility of, rather, interpreting the 

ordination of women as the logical outcome of catholic/orthodox incarnational and sacramental 

thinking. Focusing on the question whether the priest’s representation or iconicity of Jesus 

Christ requests the priest’s maleness, and following some Old Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 

thinkers, this paper argues that Christology, soteriology and sacramental theology rather suggest 

that sex/gender is not a relevant category in deciding whether or not a person could or should 

be ordained to the priesthood. Although other factors (such as traditional, ecumenical or cultural 

issues) may still be relevant for arguing an exclusively male priesthood, systematic-theological 

considerations around sacramental representation and iconicity are not. 
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