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This paper examines the role of women in the Orthodox Church on account of the 

theological vision of the “in-between,” understood as the eschatological tension 

between the present age and the Kingdom to come. Its main contention is that the 

ambiguous and often marginalized position of women in contemporary Orthodox 

ecclesial life is inseparable from the weakening of the Church’s eschatological 

consciousness. Once the church ceases to understand itself primarily in relation to the 

coming Kingdom, it risks sacralizing inherited cultural forms, including patriarchal 

structures and gendered hierarchies. Drawing on contemporary Orthodox theology, and 

on a broader eschatological framework, the paper argues that the Church is called to 

live in history “as if” transformed by the vision of the age to come. This “in-between” 

mode of existence does not abolish historical reality, but relativizes its claims and opens 

a critical horizon from which ecclesial practices may be re-evaluated. In that light, the 

subordination of women cannot be treated as an unchangeable feature of Orthodox 

tradition, but must be assessed in relation to the church’s future-oriented identity as the 

community of the new creation in Christ. The paper therefore combines theological 

retrieval with ecclesial critique. It revisits the early Christian vision of the Church as a 

community in which divisions of ethnicity, class, and gender are overcome in Christ, 

while also tracing the historical de-radicalization of this vision through the church’s 

accommodation to social conservatism and patterns of authority. By recovering the 

eschatological and Eucharistic core of Orthodox theology, the paper proposes a 

framework for addressing current ecclesial realities with greater theological 

consistency, critical honesty, and openness to renewal.  
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