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In many of the contexts in which we live, in Europe and beyond, the church is faced with how
to react to the return of racism, xenophobia, exclusion of the other on grounds of gender, sexual
orientation, class, place of origin, to name just some of the causes. Whereas in theory it seems
clear that some of these positions cannot be reconciled with the scriptures or Christian tradition,
this does not stop them being espoused by people who not only claim to be Christian but to be
themselves defending Christian tradition. In my paper | will look first at how Christian
churches have sought to deal with these situations. As an example, | will look at Brazil and the
attitudes among Christian churches to the two main candidates in the previous presidential
elections in 2022. Evangelicals and many more traditional Roman Catholics supported the re-
election of Jair Bolsonaro, whilst some evangelicals and Roman Catholics from a more
liberationist perspective strongly supported Lula (Luis Inacio da Silva). Looking at why this
happened will raise the question as to whether there should be a single church voice, or different
voices in some kind of harmony, or simply a cacophony of discordant voices. | will distinguish
between ecclesial voices that work from a position of entitlement and those which work from
a position of liberation, arguing that the task of the churches is to support the liberating power
of the Spirit at work in a society, whilst not entirely ignoring the counter-cultural claims of
others.
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