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The contested nature of religious landscapes is attested to in many religions of the world, seen 

especially in the multiple and often divergent expressions and interpretations. When focusing 

on Christianity and churches, the contestation is already evident in and among biblical 

communities, our focus however will focus on colonial and post-colonial communities, 

indigenous and racialized communities. One of the greatest polarizing features of the present 

involves the legacies of enslavement and colonization and the reluctance to acknowledge the 

legacies by descendants of colonizers on the one hand, and the recovery of erased legacies of 

agency and resistance and the increasing calls for reparatory justice by the descendants of the 

enslaved and colonized peoples. Through a combination of racial justice lens and 

decolonial methodology, this presentation interrogates the paradox of the Church as both a 

colonizing and decolonizing space, highlighting how colonized and enslaved peoples have 

engaged with these dimensions in the quest for affirmation, justice, reconciliation, and healthy 

human relations. Among several findings, this presentation challenges the idea of 

“contextualizing” contributions from marginalized communities, instrumentalizing them 

for western-colonial sanitization and legitimation which perpetuates the colonial logic. Also, a 

church does not become decolonial or decolonized by changing its logo or erasing concepts 

such as mission and evangelism but by re-appraising the metaphysical and ethical dimensions 

of the Trinity and living justice, equity and inclusion. 
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