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Postcolonial theology and calls to decolonize Christianity are challenging churches worldwide 

in different ways. Churches located in the „West“ are confronted, first and foremost, with a 

radical critical self-reflection on their colonial and racist heritage, which continues in forms of 

coloniality to this day. Yet listening and critique are only the starting point for the broader 

transformations that decolonization requires. In recent years, various tasks and expectations for 

the „West“ have been formulated. One of the focal questions for the „West“ is: is there a 

possibility for a constructive contribution to the decolonial process coming from churches 

located in the „West“, and if so, under which conditions and how can it be shaped?  

This paper focuses on selected decolonial approaches and relates them exemplarily to current 

debates in the German Protestant Church and Intercultural Theology. These debates face, for 

example, the responsibility and challenge of listening to those who have been excluded, with 

their plural experiences and agendas globally and locally; of reflecting on the heritage and the 

reduction of the term „West“; of giving space for internal group negotiations (including safe 

spaces); and of learning how to create honest encounters and overcome long-lasting colonial 

and racist binaries. I will argue that the existing tension within these dynamics between 

polarization and solidarity can be both fruitful and dangerous at the same time. 
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