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Regarding the role of conflict in Christian communities a persistent gap between reality and
aspiration is evident in the life of the Church: while conflict has accompanied Christianity from
its earliest beginnings, unity and harmony remain among its most cherished ideals. This tension
has often made Christians reluctant to acknowledge their own history of conflict and dissent.
Against this background, this presentation explores the role of churches and ecumenical
dialogues in navigating increasing dissent. It asks which theological and practical resources for
addressing polarisation have already been developed by churches and the ecumenical
movement, and how these resources might be employed more effectively within ecumenical
dialogues today. Furthermore, it considers whether dissent and conflict might themselves serve
a constructive ecumenical function, both theologically and ecclesially. Rather than being treated
merely as failures of unity, conflict and contestation may contribute to processes of community
formation and truth-seeking.

In this perspective, particular attention is given to the potential of what Pope Francis has
famously described as a ‘third way of conflict’. The question is raised whether such an approach
may enable Christians to engage more honestly with their history of division and to address
contemporary dissent in a theologically responsible and ecumenically fruitful manner.
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