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In this presentation, the issues of truth-seeking and polarization will be discussed with a view 

to the international system of law that is currently under pressure. In light of contemporary 

concerns about the fracturing of the present world order, the presentation calls attention to the 

time when the international system of law was taking form in relation to the League of Nations. 

This was also the time of the formation of the modern ecumenical movement. Thus, the 

presentation inquires into ecumenical endeavours for depolarization during the highly polarized 

interwar period. Based on a close reading of messages and speeches by participants in the first 

official conferences of the movements of Life and Work and Faith and Order in 1925 and 1927, 

the presentation explores how the search for truth was leading the way for ecumenical efforts 

towards depolarization. Acknowledging that truth may be disguised in the world, ecumenists of 

the interwar period emphasised the relation between truth-seeking and endeavours for Christian 

unity. Simultaneously, their search for truth was linked to aspirations for a world order that 

would secure justice and peace for all humanity. Discussing the role of these messages today, 

the presentation highlights how ecumenists in the interwar period insisted that the search for 

truth must never be separated from love. Special attention is paid to their call for church 

contributions to an educational process in international ethics, where love would enable the 

overcoming of social and national divisions. 
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