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Moral Polarization and Our Commitment to the Good 

 

Polarized themes are often moral in nature—they concern the good and the good life. Because 

moral themes are so highly polarized, conversation about morality is difficult and often 

impossible. Polarization is not just diversity, disagreement or holding different views, but 

rather us-versus-them-thinking in which one group questions the moral legitimacy of another 

and even demonizes this group as the cause of imagined or real threats. In the end, it rules out 

any compromise and shuts down communication. On the other hand, people adopt polarized 

positions precisely because a certain “good” is at stake for which they want to fight. Openness 

to such an underlying good could be the start of counteracting polarization, if it is 

acknowledged that this good is not identical to one’s own understanding and perception of this 

good. This lecture will first analyze how we ended up in the current situation of moral 

polarization, and then offer a theological-ethical perspective on how polarization can be 

overcome by addressing the “transcendent” nature of the good that is at stake in polarized 

moral debates. 
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